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EVENT PROGRAM*

Monday 26 August 2019

TIME

3.00pm-
6.00pm

Grain Producers SA & Livestock SA Annual General Meetings GPSA AGM 
Lakeview Function Room

Livestock SA AGM
AHCC Upper Level

6.00pm The Mellor Olsson Pre-Dinner Drinks Growing SA Exhibition 
(AHCC lower level)

7.00pm-
10.00pm

The Ramsey Bros Growing SA Conference Dinner 
Tim Glover, Ramsey Bros Group Sales Manager, gets the conference under way 
by addressing dinner guests. Primary Producers SA Chair Rob Kerin will update 
growers on the year that was and National Farmers Federation President Fiona 
Simson will update on NFF’s advocacy efforts.

Tim Glover
Ramsey Bros

Rob Kerin
Primary Producers SA

Fiona Simson
National Farmers Federation

Tuesday 27 August 2019

TIME SESSION 1 AHCC Upper Level

7.45am Tea, coffee and light breakfast is served in the auditorium as the third annual 
GROWING SA event gets under way

8.30am Welcome to Growing SA Belinda Cay
Growing SA MC

8.40am Session introduction from sponsor Rural Business Support
If there was ever a financial year that demonstrated the unique and valuable role 
Rural Business Support plays in the South Australian primary industries landscape, 
then 2018-19 was it. RBS’ vision is to support development of resilient businesses 
embracing the future. With drought pushing demand for RBS support to levels not 
seen since 2008, Brett Smith recaps a busy year and introduces Growing SA’s 
breakfast session.

Brett Smith
Rural Business Support
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8.45am Protecting SA’s competitive advantage … 
Primary Industries & Regions SA has insight into the opportunities and challenges 
of many primary industries in South Australia. How is the Marshall Liberal 
Government supporting industry going forward? Delegates will hear from Hon Tim 
Whetstone MP for major event partner PIRSA.  

Hon Tim Whetstone MP 
Minister for Primary Industries 
and Regional Development

9.10am Finance, risk and reward … the way forward in changing  
market conditions
With a raft of changes to the Australian lending market following the Banking Royal 
Commission, Rural Bank Chief Financial Officer, and Churchill Fellow, Will Rayner 
updates delegates on recent economic forecasts and the future of agri-financing 
and associated risk management and its potential impact on industry growth.

Will Rayner
Rural Bank

9.35am MORNING TEA Trade Exhibition  
– AHCC lower level

TIME SESSION 2 AHCC Upper Level

10.20am An international perspective on the future of biotechnology and 
agricultural chemical use
One of the greatest risks to agriculture is the potential for increased regulation 
around key tools which enable farmers to be productive and profitable. With 
changing consumer sentiment, legal action, erosion of trust in science-based 
regulation, University of Florida Professor Kevin Folta will discuss what this means 
for new technology and how regulators are responding to consumer campaigns. 

Prof Kevin Folta
University of Florida
United States
 
Brought to you by  
CropLife Australia

11.00am The risks to animal agriculture … activism, farm invasion and 
public policy
This year has seen farmers experience the rising threat of farm invasion and 
property damage to animal farming properties. And with the livestock industry 
being one of the key customers for grain growers, it’s a growing concern for both 
industries. National Farmers Federation President Fiona Simson updates delegates 
on NFF’s advocacy efforts in this area.

Fiona Simson
National Farmers Federation

11.40am When is trespass, not trespass? Activism and the law. 
Farmers are increasingly frustrated that their homes and businesses are not off 
limits and that convictions seem hard to come by for perpetrators who do the 
wrong thing. Mellor Olsson Senior Associate Victoria Gilliland has been following 
this issue closely and outlines where the legal system needs tweaking.

Victoria Gilliland
Mellor Olsson

12pm LUNCH …  
don’t forget to try MLA’s virtual reality goggles in the exhibition!

Trade Exhibition  
– AHCC lower level

TIME SESSION 3
1.10pm The view from the inside … why glyphosate is vital to  

food security
As medical science outreach lead for Bayer, Dr Eliza Dunn (Halcomb) has 
witnessed the difference glyphosate is making all over the world. She gives us a 
glimpse into what life is like from the inside in engaging an increasingly sceptical 
public who distrust the science.

Dr Eliza Dunn 
Bayer

1.35pm Trust in Ag Champions … a local project to build our capacity  
to engage
International research shows that connecting based on values rather than science 
is the key to opening the door to have conversations about food and agriculture. 
Winner of the 2019 SA AgriFutures Rural Women’s Award Deanna Lush, a Churchill 
Fellow, farmer and co-founder of AgCommunicators, outlines a strategy to start to 
change the way the industry engages by giving new skills in how to have honest 
conversations with non-agricultural audiences.

Deanna Lush
SA 2019 AgriFutures Rural 
Women’s Award Winner

1.55pm Producers’ priorities and succeeding the midst of major change
From the highs of new innovation to the lows of managing extreme climate 
and market variability, primary production increasingly in the spotlight. In light 
of information presented so far, the farmer-leaders of SA’s advocacy bodies 
Grain Producers SA and Livestock SA outline key policy initiatives required to 
ensure farmers are competitive, productive and profitable … so they can continue 
GROWING SA.

Wade Dabinett
Grain Producers SA Chair

Joe Keynes
Livestock SA President



2.15pm AFTERNOON TEA Trade Exhibition  
– AHCC lower level

TIME SESSION 4 AHCC Upper Level

3.00pm What it’s like operating a hyperconnected farm … 
Carwoola Pastoral is a 2000ha mixed livestock and cropping enterprise near 
Canberra. Meat & Livestock Australia and service providers have installed a 
range of digital agtech tools on the property. Hear from MLA General Manager – 
Research, Development and Innovation Sean Starling on the impact these tools 
have made on Carwoola’s managers’ time, decision-making and bottom line.

Sean Starling
Meat & Livestock Australia 

3.25pm All things agtech … farming in a hyperconnected future 
Robotics, blockchain, the Internet of Things, drones, sensors … concepts in cutting 
edge technology for farmers that seemed far off and unreal are likely under 
development and coming to an online store near you. GROWING SA delegates 
get a taste of what agtech actually is, what technology is on its way, what we can 
learn from other industries and how to get involved.

Sarah Nolet
Farmers 2 Founders

3.50pm Enabling hyperconnected ag
Much agtech innovation and entrepreneurship is based around farm-centric data: 
gathering it, analyzing it, actioning it and sharing it up and down the agribusiness 
value chain. Telstra is partnering with industry to help remove a lot of the friction 
from these data processes. Warren Jennings will outline some of the new 
initiatives that will help drive data-centric agtech innovation in Australia.

Warren Jennings
Telstra

4.05pm Panel Q&A from delegates

4.25pm Evaluation

4.30pm Telstra Networking Drinks

5.30pm Conference close
 
*Program is under development and may be subject to change. 


